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 Veterans Day Ceremony at Blue Ridge Elementary 

On Monday, November 9, Blue Ridge Elementary School held its annual Veterans Day Ceremony under 

the direction of 6th grade History teacher, Mrs. Raina Brim and 4th grade Virginia Studies teacher, 

Mrs. Stephanie Scales.  Patrick County JROTC Color Guard began the service with the presentation of 

the colors.  Former Blue Ridge student, Gracie Luckado, along with Private Jacob Howell, Gage Whitt, 

and Hannah Dalton represented the Patrick County JROTC.   Sixth grader, Jeffrey Moore, played The 
National Anthem. Mrs. Julie Brown directed the 6th and 7th grade band students in the Armed Forces 
Medley.   Fourth grade chorus students performed United We Stand under the direction of Mrs. Sarah 

Martin.  The second grade students performed Free Like Me. Abbey Nations read her Patriot Pen essay 

entitled, “What Freedom Means to Me”.  

Blue Ridge School and community were honored to have Mr. Roger Gammons as a guest speaker.  He 

spoke to the students about past, present, and future veterans. In addition, as a member of the VFW 

Post 9436 and the honor guard, he talked to students about how the VFW honor guard members host 

the ceremony of service for the burial of Veterans of Foreign Wars. Mrs. Burnett discussed the “Angel 

Flight” and the story of how our fallen soldiers are brought home. She also challenged students to thank 

our country’s veterans when given the chance. Seventh grader, Arthur Dawson ended the ceremony by 

playing Taps followed by a moment of silence dedicated to all our Blue Ridge heroes, and fallen soldiers 

who will never be forgotten in our hearts and minds.  Special thanks go to the following: 

Mrs. Brim and Mrs. Scales for organizing this wonderful program, Mrs. Spraker and Mrs. Pilson, for 

hosting the reception for Veterans and their families, Mrs. Kandy Burnett and her children, Jimmy Cole 

and Ava for recognizing all the Veterans.  

Blue Ridge Elementary students, staff, and administration also wish to thank all the Veterans and fami-

lies that attended. 

Pictured are the Veterans, other special guests, fourth and second grade students.   

 

 



 

 

Appalachian Power Company “Read to Me Day” Comes to BRES  

Appalachian Power employee and second grade parent Steve Montgomery (Callie) 

participated in the power company’s “Read to Me Day” on Thursday, November 

19th.  This program promotes the importance of reading aloud to children of all 

ages.  The power company has an employee-volunteer read to students in two or 

more classrooms and donate the book to the school’s library.  Mr. Montgomery 

read and donated The Fantastic Flying Books of Mr. Lessmore.  The students 

thank Mr. Montgomery for reading to them and the school thanks the power 

company for the book and the project!  

Throughout the month of November Pre-K 

studied plants and farmers. They researched 

farmers’ jobs and how plants grow. They 

then grew their own bean plants and dressed 

as farmers to present their knowledge to 

the class.   

Pre-K Presentations 

Leandra Ayers giving her 

presentation. 

Kash Puckett giving 

his presentation.  

Kindergarten Students Dress 

Up for Thanksgiving Lunch 

We are busy working on our interactive 

ABC notebooks and writing sentences!  

Mrs. Southern’s Kindergarten Class 

“Minions” Participate in 

HRMS Halloween 5K 

3rd Annual Bulldog 5K/10K to be held Saturday, May 7th 

Mark you calendars and start making your plans to join us this year at our annual 

event in beautiful Kibler Valley in Ararat, VA.  Our race will be ran in the even-

ing hours with the 5K starting at 6:00pm and the 10K starting at 6:30pm.  You 

can register now at http://bulldog5k10k.itsyourrace.com/event.aspx?id=2934.  

The race is always dedicated in memory of Mrs. Tammy Harrison and a portion 

of the proceeds will go to a scholarship fund in her name and the remaining pro-

ceeds go to the school and are used for field trips, educational supplies, and 

other needs that benefit the students at BRES!   

**Christmas Luncheon is THURSDAY. December 17.  This is 

a change from the calendar that was previously sent out! ** 



 

 2nd Graders Build Powhattan Villages 

4th Grade Students Receive Atlas From Stuart Rotary  

Fourth grade students are   

pictured with Lisa Martin,  

Stuart Rotary member, who 

presented each student with 

an atlas.  The students were 

very thankful to receive them 

and look forward to using 

them in class.  

Students in 5th grade have 

been working with manipulatives 

to prove numbers as prime or 

composite and even or 

odd.  They used graph  paper, 

100 charts, and cubes.  Using manipulatives gives 

students a chance to have a hands on experience 

with math.  To begin the unit on fractions, stu-

dents colored a set of fraction bars to place in 

their individual Math Facts Books.  

5th Grade 

Math 

2nd grade students pretended to be "hired" 

to build a Powhatan Indian village display at 

the local museum.  Students worked several 

days building this village with items from 

home and school.  They also gave an oral 

presentation on their projects. 

4th Grade Book Club  

Title I 

 4th Grade Title I students have been  

invited to join a book club. We are studying the 

children’s novel Lost and Found written by Andrew 

Clements. Our group is using group discussion as 

well as activities that foster the improvement of 

fluency, comprehension, and a love of reading. 

We meet each Tuesday afternoon from 3:00 to 

4:00 in the BRES library. The Title I staff and 

4th Grade Title I students would like to thank the 

Patrick County Title I Department for providing 

these books for our students! 

Third grade students are studying the 

ancient empire of Mali. Many thanks 

to Reynolds Homestead for the trunk 

full of Malian treasures! 

Third Grade 

History 

Pablo Rios is excited about the 

Venn Diagram the club created 

with hula hoops. 

Ms. Maxfield introducing 

the novel and activating 

background knowledge 

about twins.    



 

Abbey Nations Places First in Patriot Pen Essay Competition 

Abbey Nations won 1st place in the County-wide Patriot Pen Essay. The 

theme this year was " What Freedom Means to Me." The announcement 

was made Tuesday, November 10, 2015.  Mr. Harvie Spangler from VFW 

Post 8467 in Meadows of Dan, Virginia, presented the award  and a check 

for $100.00 to Abbey in a 7th Grade Class Ceremony.  Abbey Nations 

said she was excited and happy.   

Parent Involvement Night 

December 1 

4:30—6:00 

Please join us on Tuesday night, December 1,  

for our Parent Involvement Night.  At 4:30, a 

meal will be served in the cafeteria.  Our    

program will be from 5:00—6:00 in the cafeteria 

and the computer labs.  You will have the oppor-

tunity to learn how to access Parent Portal and 

teachers’ homework pages.  You will also be 

shown how your child can use Reading Eggs, 

Reading Eggspress, Study Island and IXL to 

boost his or her reading and math skills at 

home.  Each student who attends will be given a 

free book and parents will be entered in drawing 

for a BRES bag chair.  Make sure you register 

for this great event!  

Jr. Beta News 

Jr. Beta Christmas Dance 

Pajama Jam 

Thursday, December 17, 2015 

3—5 pm 

BRES Cafeteria 

Admission, Christmas Cookies and             

Hot Chocolate—$5 

Dress in your best pajamas (Christmas pa-

jamas if you have them). 

A portion of admission proceeds will be do-

nated to local Christmas Cheer. 

Don’t miss out on this fantastic school 

event.  

Sixth and Seventh Graders Tour Washington, DC 

The 6th and 7th grade students, their teachers, and principal, Sandra Clement visited 

Washington, DC  November 4-6.  It was such an awesome experience!  The weather was 

great and students got to enjoy all the sites of our nation’s capitol.  The highlights 

from the trip were shared by sixth grade students, Jacob Payne and Riley Brim on 

WHEO radio in Stuart. 

On Wednesday, we toured The National Archives and saw famous documents —The 

Declaration of Independence, The Constitution, and The Bill of Rights.  We also toured 

the Capitol and meet ambassadors from Sen. Mark Warner’s office.  We viewed the 

Hope Diamond and Dinosaur fossils at the Natural Science Museum. 

On Thursday, we toured the beautiful National Cathedral, Air and Space Museum, and Arlington National Cemetery.  We 

watched the changing of the guard at the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier and also watched as the guards dedicated two 

wreaths.  We also got to see JFK’s tomb–Eternal Flame and Robert E. Lee’s Arlington House.  After dinner, we had a night 

tour of the Washington Monument, WWII Memorial, Korean War Veterans Memorial, Lincoln Memorial, Vietnam Veterans 

Memorial Wall, FDR Memorial, Martin Luther King Jr Memorial, and Jefferson Memorial.  We were exhausted! 

The last day, Friday, we visited George Washington’s home, Mount Vernon.  Here we toured the home, gardens, and wharf.  

We learned that one million visitors pass through the mansion each year and in 1798 Washington hosted 677 guest in that 

single year! 

By far, the Mount Vernon tour was one of the best according to Jacob Payne.  Riley Brim enjoyed the Natural Science    

Museum the most.   

BRES sixth and seventh graders wish to thank the PTO for helping with this trip. 



 

Fall Festival 

Fun 

Music! 

BINGO! 

Bouncy House! 

Food! 

Haunted Lab! 

Games! 

Thanks to everyone 

who came out and 

supported our PTO’s 

Fall Festival!   

Community Christmas Tree 

Lighting at Dan River Park 

Friday, Dec. 4 at 7pm 

 

Everyone is invited to this 

family oriented event that 

includes a Christmas tree 

lighting, holiday music, pop-

corn and warm beverages. 

Hope to see you there!  

Share the Fun  

Wednesday, 

December 16 

at 1pm 

Please make plans to join us for the annual Blue Ridge 

Share the Fun Talent Show.  Our participants this 

year are: 

 Bailey Blevins & Genoa Jenkins 

 Branson Bolt, Kase Leftwich & Andrew Willard  

 Jesse Bowman 

 Peyton Cambron 

 Breanna Hamm & Madelyn Morrison 

 Taylor Smith  

 Chloie Wright 

 

4th Grade – We had a FANTASTIC performance 

for our Veterans Day Program! I sincerely appreci-

ate each of the students and parents that helped 

prepare for this program. I know the veterans 

loved hearing us sing “United We Stand”! Please 

continue to encourage your child to continue prac-

ticing their recorders. We are hard at work on 

earning our Recorder Karate belts and singing and 

creating our own Christmas songs! Merry Christmas 

to all! 
  

5-7th Grade – We have been hard at work on preparation 

for our annual Christmas PTO program. Please encourage 

your child to sing you his or her songs we have been 

working on! Our Christmas program is fast-approaching, 

look for a permission slip to come home about staying 

after school the day of your child’s program. These need 

to be turned in by Dec. 9th before their program to be 

able to stay  after school for practice, pizza, and a 

movie. Students need to wear Christmas colors or Christ-

mas apparel for this program as well. If you have any 

questions at all, please feel free to contact me 

at sarah.martin@patrick.k12.va.us  

Looking forward to spreading some 

Christmas cheer with your students 

through song!  

Music News 

From  

Mrs. Sarah Martin 

mailto:sarah.martin@patrick.k12.va.us


 

Sunday 

 

Monday 

 

Tuesday 

 

Wednesday 

 

Thursday 

 

Friday 

 

Saturday 

  1 

Spelling Bee 

1:30 

 

Parent         

Involvement Night 

4:30—6:00 

2 

 

3 

Reynolds 

Homestead 

“Mouse in 

House”  

1 pm gym 

 

4 

Girl Scouts 

3:00—4:30 

 

Tree Lighting 

Dan River Park 

7pm 

5 

 

6 7 

 

8 

 

9 

 

10 

 

11 

 

12 

 

13 14 

PTO—7 pm 

1st, Band & 

Chorus Perform 

 

Challenge—

3:00-4:30 

15 

 

16 

 

Share the Fun 

1:00 

17 

 

Christmas 

Luncheon  

18 

 

19 

20 21 22 

 

23 

 

24 

 

25 

Christmas 

26 

27 28 

 

29 30 31   

December  2015 

School Reopens 

for Students 

Wednesday, 

January 6, 2016 

Christmas Break 

Christmas Break 

Map Testing——————————————


